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Abstract 

Migration studies have undergone a sea change in the past two decades. (Levitt, Jaworksy, 

2007) Most Scholars have recognized that many contemporary migrants and their past generations 

maintained a variety of ties to their home countries, while they also became incorporated and 

settled into new societies. From the l990s and on, a new perspective became key in many 

migration studies that is to say Transnationalism. This is how scholars acquired a transnational 

perspective. Portes (1999) one of the most important scholars in this perspective, reminds us that 

the starting point of transnational studies should be the individual. He suggested that in order to 

understand such transnational dynamics, one must begin by studying the human agency. Thus, 

today many scholars have begun to study the human agency. They have begun to study the starting 

point of that human agency, which they have named: the transnational family. Transnational 

families, have been appointed by many scholars as crucial, in order to understand migration paths 

and decisions. (Goulbourne, Reynolds, Solomos, Zontini , 2011, Mazzucato, 2008, Adams & Page, 

2005, Ratha, 2003) However, today the exact prevalence of the phenomenon remains unknown. 

The cases that have been studied remain scattered and no cross-continental comparison exists. 

Today, almost one decade after the study of migrant families under a transnational perspective 

began; it beco mes relevant to establish a state of the art on the subject. This paper then intended to 

be a state ofthe art in the subject. A state ofthe art based on the most recent literature on the topic; 

this in order to recognize the contributions of the research done on the topic. This exercise as 1 see 

it is a way in which we could establish further conclusions on the topic. This theoretical study 

could allow us researchers to embark on a starting point for future research on the topic. 
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Introduction 

"The History of our planet is nothing but the long story of successive migratory tlows 

across the planet.' ' (Martiniello, 2006) Our World has always been full ofpeople with dreams, 

desires and goals. Human beings have always sought in one way or another to construct their lives 

around and across borders. Intemational migration is indeed nota new phenomenon. Human 

beings have been moving across this earth ever since the beginning oftimes. There is nothing 

which suggests that they will stop moving, not even the strong migratory policies that ha ve been 

put into force by various nation states in the world. 

However, contemporary migrant families are a testimony of how modem means of 

communication and transport developments, have made it easier for people to travel and maintain 

networks that go beyond and across, borders and nation states. Meanwhile, borders and boundaries 

have also begun it to change. Scholars have acknowledged that the sanctity of borders and 

boundaries are a very recent development both in history and in social scientific theory. Borders 

and Boundaries are a development that has helped to change modem dynamics of mobility. Thus, 

human beings are continuously creating, recreating boundaries, moving, trading, and 

communicating across borders. Thereby, migrants are making tluidity and change a part of all 

human social formations and processes (Levitt & Jaworsky 2007). Modemity has in fact made it 

easier for families to move around the four corners of the globe. It has made possible for families 

to connect with their sending countries. Migrant families are now able to construct what Back, 

Glick, Schiller and Blave- Stzaton (1 994) initially described as Transnationalism. Transnationalism 

was then described as the processes by which immigrants forged and sustained multi-stranded 

soc ial relations. These Transnational social relations help to link together their societies of origin 

and of settlement. These processes are named transnationalism, to emphasize that many migrants' 
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today build social fields that cross geographic, cultural and política! borders. Nonetheless, this 

definition has evolved with the new research done under a transnational perspective. The most 

recent scholarship understands this transnational perspective "as taken place within fluid social 

spaces that are constantly reworked through migrant's simultaneously embeddness in more than 

one society. "(Levitt & Glick Schiller 2004, Pries 2005, Guamizo, Smith, 1998).Therefore, 

transnational studies represent a concerted effort, to take a systematic and synthetic look at how 

governance, social movements, income earning, religious life, and family life change, when they 

are enacted across borders. (Levitt, Jaworsky, 2007) 

Nevertheless, we are getting to see, how old migratory paths are been discontinued, while, 

new migratory paths are being created it with more regularity. Human beings are now shaping 

transnational strategies from below. Migrants are securing their futures and their family future's 

transnationally. Human beings are now achieving their goals and moving globally and 

internationally. All these factors force us to rethink, as social scientists, concepts and structures 

such as identities, citizenships, memberships, cultures, nation states and ultimately what we know 

as family. I have chosen the transnational family as my object of study, because 1 do agree with 

Portes (1999) who insisted, that the individual social actor, should be the starting point and the 

proper unit of analysis when studying migration as a transnational phenomena. This paper will 

study a part of the transnational phenomena that is closely related to the individual and his/her 

networks. According to Portes (1999), the networks of individual's comprise the most viable point 

of departure to conduct research under a transnational perspective. But why shall we study the 

family? Well, Porte's (1999) individual originates and continues along the road of his/her life, and 

sees her/his social being within the context of their family. The individual's points of departure, of 

arrival and those points of settlement and return are located within the heart of his/her family. As 1 
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alone do not wish to make such a strong claim; this paper and the literature use for its construction 

will somehow show how: That the social practices we collectively describe as the family are a 

crucial location to understand the origins of the transnational social phenomenon. For the family is 

the center of it all . The family is that one place, where ordinary people lead lives that transcend the 

boundaries set by race, ethnicity, and social conditions. So that more, specifically, this papers' aim 

is to study what 1 will present as: The Transnational Family, the unit which most researchers have 

described as a simple conjuga) or household unit. These are Families which involve in complex 

webs of relationships across generations and locations. (Ryan, Sale, Tiki and Sara, 2009, 

Schamlzbauer, 2004, Guamizo, Smith, 1998, Martiniello, 2006) 

After I reviewed Portes ' article on transnationalism, it seems clear to me, that these 

families must be studied transnationally. After al! these families allow us to understand the 

migration process as a whole (Portes, 1999). Nonetheless, Mazzucato (2008) presents even a 

stronger argument that can convince us of studying them transnationally, and that is: We study 

them as transnational families because it allows us as researchers to view both sides of the family 

"simultaneously" and across borders. Jt allows us to consider their transnational practices as 

faceable. Conducting research on the transnational family poses on usas researchers the challenge 

of finding a good balance between depth and breadth. Transnational studies on the subject are 

relevant because they look at the transnational families without presupposing that distances makes 

their familia! ties weaker or less relevant in order to explain the social phenomenon (Mazzucato, 

2008). We refer to them as Transnational Families because they create familia) strategies from 

below that cross generations and locations as well. These family members motívate migration; 

make collective decisions rather than individual ones. These families become a key resource of 

social and instrumental support for new migrants. The subject of these families has also to sorne 
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extend become crucial to the central arguments of right and wrongs ways of living in multicultural 

societies such as the European ones. (Grillo, 2008, Ryan, Sale, Tiki and Bernadetta, 2009) 

But, why is the unit of the transnational family along worth of a state of the art such as this 

one? 1 see two possible answers to this question: Simply because as it was explain before it 

becomes an essential point when trying to understand migration patterns and Immigration over all. 

Qualitative speaking, experts have demonstrated that the decision to migrate, the strategies for 

building a successful destination or return, are all undoubtedly linked to the unit of transnational 

families . There for, the transnational family becomes a key aspect when trying to understand 

immigration, its new patterns and the reasons behind it. And as if all the qualitative reasons given 

above weren't enough, quantitative speaking, a recent study done by the UNICEF Save the 

children organization indicated that a percentage of 25% of the world wide children population in 

selected sending countries was estimated to have at least one parent abroad. (Mazzucato, 2008) 

While in Mexico, Dr. Zúñiga's research team from the University of Monterrey, in a 

national comparative study in between the states of Nuevo Leon and Zacatecas studied 

transnational students. Initially the team was interested in describing rather new phenomena of the 

the transnational student population studying in the Mexican public school system. They refer to 

these students as transnational because they had attended school in both countries nearly 

simultaneously. This population of student traveled across borders frequently. They had their 

education in both languages and in both countries, sometimes, even in the same school year. Their 

study interviewed 17,628 students in the 41
h grade and 3rd grade, in both states. Sub sequentially 

their findings show that: In Nuevo Leon 4.5% ofthese kids hada father living in the United States, 

and 0.6 % had a mother living in The United States. While in Zacatecas a state with a longer 

migration tradition to "El Norte," 11.8% of the students in the survey had a father living abroad, 
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and 1.2% of the students had a mother living abroad. So that they estimated that in the state of 

Nuevo Leon in which the population of students signed up for the public school system was of 

700.000 students. 28, 000 students out of this 700.000 students, had at least one parent living 

abroad. The same was true for Zacatecas where out of a population of 280.000 students signed up 

for the public school system, 33.000 students had a parent living abroad. (Hamman, Sánchez, 

Zúñiga, 2008) Most of the students whether transnational or not had a family member living 

abroad, does this then indicate the transnational character oftheir families? It could and it possibly 

does. Such numbers then more than obviously justify the studies done in transnational families , not 

only in Mexico but around the globe. (Mazzucato 2008, Glick 201 O, Stark 1991.) 

Another relevant reason to study transnational families , lays on the fact of not knowing the 

exact prevalence of the phenomenon. There has been up to now a certain lack of academic and 

policy attention to the subject of transnational families. (Mazzucato, 2008, Massey, Fischer & 

Capoferro, 2006; Menjivar, 2000; Perreira, Chapman & Stein, 2006; Settles, 2001 ; Treas, 2008) lt 

is true that there has been sorne work on the dynamics of the home and the migrants attempt to 

keep contact with its country of origin with his/her community. However, the concerns of these 

studies were more specific about recent immigrant communities and their links with their 

homelands, than with the concept of transnational families . While their work could suggest the 

links between families and transnational experiences, the family and the individual were no their 

main concern. These research attentions focused more on the institution of the family dispersed 

across national boundaries within the context of migration but the very unique transnational 

experiences as applied to families has been of less explicit concern. (Grillo 2008, Goulberne, 

Reynolds, Solomos, Zontini , 2011) Thus, if researchers in the social sciences want to pursue on 

the study of such a complex phenomenon there is a need to go beyond what has been study and try 
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to accomplish a full understanding of the phenomena. There is a need, to recapitulate on what has 

been done in the topic in order to learn from it. There is a need, for a state of the art such as this 

one, which would allow us as researchers to understand how the puzzle of building a transnational 

family is getting constructed worldwide and to establish the questions that until now remain 

partially unanswered. 

This paper then intends to approach the topic by referring to the most recent literature on 

the subject and the methods they have used to study these families as well as the gaps that remain 

missing in the subject. I will take on the recompilation of research that has been done on the 

various matters that have concerned researchers as well as those that give these families their 

transnational characteristics both in Europe and The United States, of course taking into account 

the various countries which have been studied by these researchers: Somalia, Mexico, The 

Dominican Republic, Poland, The United Kingdom, Jamaica etc. The literature review in this 

paper dates from the 1990s and on. The course of this paper will begin with an attempt to theorize 

the transnational family from there, 1 will move on to discuss the methodologies that have been 

used to study them and the challenges they have encountered. Sub sequentially; 1 will describe the 

relationships and concerns of their transnationalism: The policies adopted by the receiving 

countries. To then take a deeper approach into the topic and discussed what researchers have 

studied on the construction of these families from within, that is to say, the ways in which they do 

parenting, and gender, within their familia) units. l will also present the findings of my initial 

research with a transnational family, which was initially supported, by Dr. Zúñiga's research team 

(2008) and their initial research on transnational students in Mexico. Finally we will conclude 

establishing conclusions on the status of research on transnational families. All of these in hopes to 

end by proposing questions that would promote future research on the topic. 
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Chapter l. A theoretical Introduction to the transnational family from the voice of the 

researchers: What we know about transnational families and what has been done in the 

topic. 

Part of my interest in this topic, comes from the fact , that, I too have share sorne of the 

transnational family experiences, that will be discuss in this paper. Coming from an extended 

family, non- traditional, non- nuclear family became even more interesting, when in 2009 my 

mother decided that we would leave Venezuela our country of origin, to go study our under

graduated careers in Mexico. My mother thought leaving the country will allow us to have a much 

broader perspective and why not a better prospect for our future . So we took our world in nine 

bags and left. The morning of September 26 of 2011 , m y sister, m y mother and 1 too k on a new 1 ife 

in Mexico. Our family then engaged in what social scientists have appointed to as the formation 

of: a Transnational Family. Jt is "almost" as though we " lived" in two non-physical spaces at once; 

we connect on Skype almost daily to speak to my aunt in Venezuela who manages the financia) 

affairs of the family. We have the feeling that we need to be there for my grandmother who is 

already in her 90s, although not physically, we know that it counts. We call each other every 

single night, and receive the visits of our aunt and godmother every six months. We sometimes 

even eat together, as my mother has implemented this tradition of calling my aunt in Skype, 

whenever we have our Saturday lunch, so that we can all eat together, she says. We eat the same 

meals we used to eat at home, we preserve our Christmas traditions and ultimately we form a: 

Transnational Family. 

Families like mmes are not always easily understood and sometimes even become 

misjudged by society. lt is to no one a secret that, the international community often debates, on 

what Family practices are. We tend to easily idealize them and sometimes vilified them. There are 
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many doubts about what we should and should not consider as "normal" family practices, and how 

these practices should be defined and achieved. Family members themselves reflect on how to 

manage their family relationships in a changing world in which migration and transnational 

societies are increasingly pluralized and relations are ever more complex and less clear cut. (Grillo, 

2008) Transnational Families have then, been in the eye of social scientist for many years now and 

it has indeed not been uncomplicated to define them, to understand them and to agree on a 

methodological approach under which they should be studied. 

Most of the research done on transnational families has been done within and under a 

transnationalist perspective. Researchers have analyzed the patterns of transnational families, 

which are indeed not new, international separations where also common in earlier periods of 

history. Although in earlier periods of history migrants could not communicate as rapidly nor 

travel with the same frequency, thus we could have put into question wither these practices were 

indeed transnational or not (Faist, 2000). However, today this mobility occurs differently, labor 

man migration is not the most common type of migration, but rather women are also migrating 

alone or with their spouses. Children are sometimes also following their parents, suggesting a 

major shift in the ways in which families around the world fulfill individual and household needs. 

(Drebby, 2006) 

Transnational families are then the present topic m debates with a wide range of 

phenomena which transcend the nation-state such as: globalization, migration, communication, 

travel, diasporas and cosmopolitanism; but the concept itself is generally taken for granted or 

taken as obvious, assumed to be unproblematic and there for easily understood. lt is assumed that 

the concept is a straightforward description of families whose members live in different states and 

countries but manage to keep in touch. Of course, this is part of the definition, but as we will see in 
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the subsequent sections of this paper transnational families are not homogenous units. The do not 

all behave in the same way or hold similar practices. It would be thus too simplistic to reduce them 

to one single category within the same particularities. (Goulbeme, Reylnods, Solomos, Zontini, 

2011) In spite of the complexity of the phenomenon, many researchers on this tapie had seen these 

units as a temporary phenomenon of globalization and assumed that their practices were 

unfeasible. Transnational families have never reached a normal status, methodologically migrant 

families are still unfortunately been conceived as nuclear units, living together, and bounded by 

nation states which clearly does not always fit their profile. (Bernhard, Landolt, Goldring 2008, 

Baldassar&Baldock, 1999, Mazzucato and Schans, 20 12) 

Nevertheless, justas international migration continues to evolve across history, the research 

on transnational families has not remained static either. Different approaches have been used in the 

study of these families. For example those with an assimilation perspective of immigration have 

studied family formation and those within acculturation perspectives have focused more in 

interfamily relationships. Fortuitously, newer researcher is been done in the tapie and integrative 

model considering both family formation and intra-familiar relationships has been put into 

practice. (Giick, 201 O) 

Researcher on this tapie has moved its focus beyond the relative role of culture in the lives 

of immigrant' s families. Research has now placed its focus on how the structure of such families is 

shaping and the final outcomes of their migration patterns. An integrative model connecting 

families, communities, family environment, and individual formation and functioning has become 

a lot more dominant. (Mazzucato, 2008, Glick 201 O) Communities, Environment and individual 

attitudes are been used to explain immigrant family formation and functioning. Unfortunately, 

most of this research has mainly focused on the economic side of migration and the impact of 
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remittances on the household or the community. This type of research although useful , had left 

unstudied the noneconomic effects such as the impact of migration on the well-being of family 

members who live apart more in particular of parents and their relationship with their children, the 

construction of gender roles and its establishments and other important aspects on the construction 

of it. (Adams&Page, 2005; Ratha, 2003) But how have researchers applied this integrative model 

of research, which combines multiple factors , and elements of the transnational family? In the 

following section of the paper, we will see the different methods that ha ve been used to study the 

transnational family as well the gaps that remain unfilled. 
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Chapter 2: The current Methodology used in the Study of the subject: A discussion on the 

challenges and methods used by researchers on the topic. 

"We know of no scientifically ascertainable ideals. To be sure, that makes our efforts more 

arduous than in the past, since we are expected to create our ideals from within our breast in the 

very age of subjectivist culture." 

Max Weber, 1909- Methodologies ofthe Social Sciences. 

As a young researcher, my first aim to study the transnational family was to try and answer 

the question of what was the role of the transnational family on, the education of their children. At 

a first glance this exercise seemed rather uncomplicated. I had by then read the work of Drebby 

(2006) which was an inspiring source to me. Dreby's work led me into thinking that using what she 

called an ethnography that followed people, could work out. T wanted to start out with only one 

side of a transnational family. I wanted to interview a family which my advisor had already 

interviewed. lt seemed like a perfect plan. 1 was convinced that this would allow me to succeed in 

my research. The plan was to interview four transnational families. The plan was, to interview two 

families in Jalisco, Mexico and two other families in Monterrey, Mexico. The first interview in 

Jalisco, was a total success, since my adviser had visited them previously. The interviewed was 

carried out during two days. However, during the following days, and months 1 tried without 

success to interview two other transnational families in Monterrey. I tried to establish contact with 

two of my former English students in a technical high school , where l had worked the previous 

semester. Although, the students had known me for a little over six months the access to their 

families , was not granted. Certainly things didn't work out as expected. 
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The anecdote of my very first attempt to establish connections with m y subjects of study in 

this case a transnational families , revealed to me, the vulnerability of these subjects and the 

delicate unit which researchers encountered when studying transnational families. lt is there for the 

point of this section to gather the most important methodological accomplishments of the current 

research done on the topic. 1 will also like to establish the gaps and the challenges that they 

encountered while working with transnational families. 

The current gaps in the literature on transnational families are caused by the 

methodological and conceptual challenges, which are indeed particular to the study of families 

across borders. These challenges were precisely summarized by Mazzucato (2008) according to 

her the main challenges concerning the study of transnational families could be frame in two 

points: 1- there is a current need for multisided research designs that will take into consideration 

the cultural norms of the family. 2- There is a need to incorporate anthropological insights about 

migrant's origin cultures and to move beyond the nuclear family. 3- There is as need to incorporate 

new units of analysis into the research. In this section, m y goal is to discuss these two challenges. 1 

will do this by discussing the different methodological approaches that have been used by most 

researchers on the topic. 

Transnational families as we know encompass like all transnational phenomena, multiple 

national contexts. Conducting a research on a transnational topic poses the challenge to researchers 

of finding a good balance between depth and breath. This presents a challenge for the researcher 

and the research of migration studies that had until the turn of the 21 st century, been characterized 

by methodological nationalism; that is to say that the researcher's unit of analysis were usually 

located in one nation state. As 1 discussed in other sections of this paper the focused had been 

placed on the nuclear units of transnational families residing in the receiving countries. (Wimmer 
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& Glick Schiller, 2002)Certainly, if up to now researchers ha ve focused their work in one location, 

simultaneity is needed it. Studying these units simultaneously could allow the researcher to take 

into consideration both sides ofthe story. Ifthey are to be studied under a transnational perspective 

then, there is a need to study the family members living in the receiving and in the sending nation. 

A clear example ofthe advantages and the insightful research that we could obtain by doing so are 

the work of Levitt (200 1) and Drebby (2006) in the Latín American Region. Nonetheless, other 

researchers such as Ali & Koser, 2002 had studied this idea of "home" as well. However, their 

work focused more on transnational communities and the transformation of the home. Their work 

did not clearly focused on family relationships with the individual as a starting point. 

But to seriously start on this discussion, Let us see the methodology used in the work of 

Drebby (2006) who collected stories, from different family members both in the receiving and 

sending society in a period of four years. Her intent was to use a multi-sited qualitative approach, 

in which she captured: interviews, life stories, surveys and most importantly intended to do a 

transnational ethnographic fieldwork. Drebby (2006) did what she called: Ethnography that 

follows people. This method is indeed one by which we could somehow manage to understand 

transnational families from a broader and deeper perspective. In the case of Levitt (200 l ), her 

study proposed a field work carried out during an intensive three years period and by periodically 

visiting Miraflores in The Dominican Republic and Jamaica Plain Boston in The United States. To 

find the migrants, she specifically used a snow ball sample, asking each respondent to recommend 

people who might have also been willing to participate in such study. A methodology which only 

allowed her to work in the community of Miraflores rather than being able to compare such 

community with other in the Dominican Republic locations. This ethnography then followed its 

participants, during her study. Levitt (200 1) spend more than eight months living with a family in 
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Miraflores and conducted her interviews during the years 1992-1995. Her study was founded on: 

formal interviews completed household surveys, attendance to meetings celebrations and religious 

observances. She took part on the life of the city by engaging in their daily routines and studying 

the families and communities both in Jamaica Plain Boston and in Miraflores the Dominican 

Republic. Specifically for the families Levitt (2001) conducted a set of in-depth semi structured 

interviews with twenty families in Miraflores and twenty family members living in Boston. 

The methods mentioned above corresponds to what Marcus (1995) mentioned when he 

proposed a method, that moved beyond national spaces and interacted in both the sending and the 

receiving society. In his seminal article he proposed six different possibilities: Following the 

people, the things, the metaphors, the stories, the lives, and or conflicts. Y et in the case of 

researchers like Drebby (2006) or Levitt (2001) who have indeed tried to implement such 

methodology the challenge has been to include multiple research sites, to combine multiple 

locations within a depth understanding of the different localities and to be able to contextualize the 

often fragmented information that one could get from multiple sites. (Rutten, 2007) When, 

studying transnational families we must follow the various family members to where they have 

located: where migrants live and where their family members reside. This method allows 

researchers to understand the effects oftransnationallife on all ofthe family members. 

Mazzucato (2005) elaborated a summary of these various multi-sited and the effect they had 

on the studies of transnational phenomena's. Out of her review of multi-sided research two 

characteristics stand out: First of all of the studies researched two or more sites in a step-wise 

fashion. That is to say, the researchers first worked in one site and then sub sequentially moved to 

the second or third locality. Second the majority of the reviews studies obtained their primary 

information from interviews involving only short contact with the respondents. These finding then 
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confirm what Rutten ' s (2007) argument that social scientist often claim to use anthropological or 

ethnographic methods, when in reality what they are doing are qualitative in depth interviews. 

However, this is not due to the researchers will to minimize the ethnographic or anthropological 

techniques of observation, life story and so on, but it is rather due to the fact that: It is difficult as 

we saw in the initial anecdote of this section to build long-term relationships with respondents 

when dividing oneself amongst multiple research sites and even more specifically when dealing 

with families. 

Now we can certainly ask ourselves, why shall we study them under this multi-sited research 

perspective? Well that is because, in transnational families simultaneity and networks are two 

important features of their transnational lives. These features become clearly visible in the 

theoretical literature on the subject. These transnational flows in families do not occur magically 

but rather they need trans-border networks along to travel with. Secondly family members can 

simultaneously engaged in two or more countries, ultimately giving the transnational family 

unique characteristics. These unique characteristics can sometimes pose a challenge on the 

researchers. Therefore, Mazzucato's team in The Netherlands (2008) proposed a methodology, 

which they have named the SMS methodology. This Methodology might indeed go beyond the one 

Marcus ( 1995) proposed. The methodology consists on a research that is conducted simultaneously 

and not individually but rather in groups. Working in teams allowed the researchers to have sorne 

methodological advantages. Nonetheless it also posed sorne serious challenges to the well 

established idea of the " lone ethnographer" who is alone in its position to interpret her/his data. 

One of the greatest challenges as it was explained befare was in gaining depth of the information 

and being able locally to contextualized information. The team gained time and trust while 

working simultaneously from both Ghana the sending country and The Netherlands the receiving 
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country. In this case the link between participants and researchers allowed for a greater trust 

boundary to be established in both localities. For example when the researchers where in The 

Netherlands they contacted their fellow researchers in Ghana and shared important information 

about the events happening in both places, sent e-mails with their ethnographic notes and kept each 

other aware oftheir findings, allowing them to reach greater conclusions at the end. (Rutten, 2007, 

Mazzucato, 2008) 

However, even when using the methodologies discussed above a few challenges might remain 

in order to understand and study the subject. These methods, discussed above, especially those in 

the fields of sociology of the family and gender studies, have focused primarily on only a few of 

the famil y members mothers and children, posing then another challenge to the studies of 

transnational families . Sorne researchers have reflected on the fact that in order to get a complete 

picture of transnational family life it becomes extreme! y important to add fathers to the picture, not 

just on the sideline but as main actors. An example ofthis is the case ofNobles (2011) who looked 

at the consequences of residential separations for children in Mexico. The children studied by 

Nobles had fathers who migrated to the United States. Although, the parent-child separation has 

long been a central aspect in the study of transnational families , it has typically been framed in 

terms of divorce rather as a consequence of international migration. Nonetheless, this author 

overcomes this gap in the literature by using representative data to compare the effects of father

child separation caused by divorce and by migration. Their findings suggest that these forms of 

separation are distinct experiences from the perspectives of children. Furthermore, Nobles was able 

to conclude that levels of interaction with non-resident fathers are higher when the separation is 

caused by migration instead of divorced regardless of the considerable geographic separations of 
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migration. Moreover he also concludes that ties with migrant fathers are closely related with 

schooling outcomes. 

On the other hand an important aspect that is often left out is the role ofthe caregivers who are 

important parts for children 's well-being in transnational families. As 1 would show in the section 

dedicated to role of the care givers, these actors who take on care giving tasks when biological 

parents and children do not live in the same country are highly relevant in the study of 

transnational families. Although, there are variations of the care giver figure, as it is the case of 

grandparents who migrate in order to supply for the care of their grandchildren abroad. Caregivers 

as we would see later may be the product of kin relations or not, such as the child 's maternal 

grandmother or child 's paternal or maternal aunt. This then, implies that new units of analysis must 

extend beyond the nuclear family to include new actors. 

Authors such as Bernardi (2011) have also suggest the use of mixed-methods of research such 

as those used by Levitt, which offered severa) advantages when studying the well-being of children 

in transnational families. Quantitative network analyses could also aim towards the reconstruction 

of potential land actual relation support that is available to children in a context in which 

interactions may be hurt by long periods of separations. While qualitative analyses can address 

family strategies to maintain relationships across borders and geographical distances. The use of 

networks allows the inclusion of units that are larger than justa simple nuclear family, which could 

be particularly important when we study groups in which the extended family is the primary 

careg1ver. 

The work of the researchers mentioned above are a step into the direction of multisided and 

multi-methodological studies that show both sides the receiving and the sending country. But in 
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order to systematically analyze the effects of transnational family arrangements it would be also 

necessary to compare them in between different cases in different nation states or even within 

other familia) units. Donato ad Duncan (2011) Fill in the gap ofthis literature by comparing health 

outcomes for children of three different types of family: Children leaving with their migrant 

parents in the United States, children leaving with parents in Mexico who never migrated and 

children with parents that migrated. Their results showed the importance of both collecting and 

including nonimmigrant's and return migrants as comparison groups in studies of transnational 

families. 

One other challenge is that which represents understanding family cultural norms. This means 

we cannot continue to assume that the nuclear family continues to be toda y' s norm in family 

formation, nor is it the best option for all families. It becomes thus relevant to understand that 

transnational families do not always lead to reunification, nor is this always their ultimate goal. 

Transnational families are not always the synonymous of disintegration and separation. Perhaps 

their separation is just a strategy for the social mobility of its members (Olwig, 2002). In addition, 

transnational family forms may be the preferred option for migrant parents depending on their 

child raising norms. (Biedsoe & Sow, 2001) A balanced focus on both sending and receiving 

societies allows the researchers to gain through understanding of the different cultural norms and 

institutions that nourish migrant's family relationships in the migrant sending country. Mazzucato 

(2008) argues that this aspect is missing particularly in the studies that mainly assume a Western 

nuclear family model without explaining that culturally the relevant notions of family that 

influence family relationships. 

The research on transnational families must also include methodologies that would help 

researchers understand the different socialization patterns in the receiving and sending society. 
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Studies such as the exploratory paper of Bledsoe and Sow' s (20 11) on the phenomenon of the 

children of West Africa immigrants in Europe and North America being sent back home to their 

home countries, offered new insights into the dynamics of raising children transnationaly. Here in 

the name of discipline children are been sent back home to reconnect to their "home" culture. This 

actually reveals how a better understanding of socialization norms may help explain why parents 

sometimes leave their children behind or even send them back to the country of origin to be raised 

under a stricter discipline. 

But beyond the methodologies can we as researchers influence on erroneous ways our 

research projects on transnational families? Can we influence our studies based on our perceptions 

of family and the closeness of the phenomena to our personal lives? Sorne will argue that the 

studies of transnational families in most articles especially those produced in Europe tend to show 

ambivalence in their research. Researches who work with family in general tend to have emotions, 

and for the most part they always talk about loss, loss of family, loss of important documents. 

There is always an interest to show that in migration patterns typically there is always a loss to 

gain dynamic. 

Beyond the emotions researchers might put into the topic, they have become increasingly 

aware of the different context in which these families live. They have become aware of the 

strategies these families build to maintain and sustain their familiar units. (Giick, 201 O) As we 

have seen in the previous paragraphs, most ofthe studies on the subject have been small qualitative 

studies that do not collect systematic data. It becomes then almost impossible to proof the 

information presented in these studies. Another issue present is that just like other transnational 

studies they study cases ofthe phenomenon itself, that is to say we know the transnational families 
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exist, we have described their strategies and study them, but we do not know whether it is an 

increasing phenomenon, and if it is, what is it' s the exact prevalence. (Portes, 2001) 

In arder to sol ve the precedent challenge of not having a common data of the phenomenon, 

Mazzucato (2007) suggested cross- country comparisons. Such comparisons would provide useful 

means to understand the effect of different family norms on child well-being. Researchers Graham 

and Jordan (2011) address this gap when they compare the psychological well being of children 

left behind in four countries of Southeast- Asia. Their findings show that although children of 

migrant fathers in Indonesia and Thailand are more likely to have poor psychological health 

compare to children in non-migrant households, this is not the case of children in the neither 

Philippines nor Vietnam. These findings then demonstrate that context must be taken into 

consideration when comparing the effects of migration on child- well being around the globe. 

However, most of the work tackles only small part of the first two methodological 

challenges described by Mazzucato (2008). Her work also suggested researchers not only take into 

consideration those strategies played out by the family members. Her work explains that it would 

also be relevant to consider those strategies in which nation state policies may have an important 

role. In the following section, l will discuss how researchers have become aware of the effect of 

national policies in the transnational family. There for I invested in the effort of gathering the work 

of researchers in Nation 's Policies and their impacts in the formation of transnational families , 

Gender parenting strategies including the role ofthe caregiver. 
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Chapter 3: What Researchers have analyzed in transnational families. 

3.1 Immigration Policies and their effect in the construction of transnational families. 

"After all , what are the chances, what are the chances that 1 will see them again? (Referring to 

his family in London)?" 

(Joseph, Nigerian migrant living in Brussels) 

While writing this paper, as for the faith of destiny, 1 constantly carne across actors who 

genuinely shared their migration life stories with me. By November of last year, 1 had become very 

interested in a Master's program in Research in Social Sciences in The Netherlands. This is how 1 

met Joseph, 25 years old young man. Joseph was born in London, but had a Nigerian nationality 

and was currently living in Brussels, Belgium. Joseph found out that he was nota British citizen at 

the age of 23 , when he was suddenly sent to Nigeria. While in Nigeria he found himself alone in a 

country he had never known. Joseph ' s family had stayed in London and he had just found out he 

had a son on the way. Thus he had come to Brussels, and when 1 asked him, why he had chosen 

Brussels as a place to re-immigrate, he simply replied: "You know when things just don 't work 

out, you do what you can to stay close to the family. " His story reveals the consequences of The 

British Migration act, a law implemented in the 1960s after the mass migration of former colonies 

migrants, which prohibited for the children of non-born nationals to acquire a citizenship. 1 (Castles 

and Miller 2009) This law had then a much unintended consequence, it caused the split of Joseph's 

family and obligated him, to retake his migrant career to be in that one country which was the 

closest to both his new family, girlfriend and son and his nuclear family. This case reveals the 

importance of looking into policies when analyzing and studying the transnational family. Portes 

(1999) reminds us that: 

1 Vivas, M. {2011) Informal conversation with a Nigerian-lmmigrant- Maastricht, 2011. 
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" Transnational practices do not take place in an imaginary "third space" (Bhabha 1990) abstractly 

located " in-between" national territories. Thus, the image of transnational migrant' s 

deterritorialized, free-floating people presented by the now popular academic adage "neither here 

nor there" deserves further scrutiny. Intermittent special mobility, dense social ties, and intense 

exchanges fostered by transmigrants across national borders have indeed reached unprecedented 

levels. This has fed the metaphors of a free transnationalism, "boundless" and therefore liberatory 

process. However, Transnational practices cannot be constructed as if they were free from the 

constraints and opportunities that contextually impose. " 

Following Porte's (1999) comment, l took on to description of policies because they too, 

form part of the context. In this section, m y focused will switch to the work researchers ha ve done 

to identify the role of receiving nation states' migration policies and how they affect the context in 

which transnational families build their transnationalism. 

As 1 started my review ofthe literature for this section on nation ' s state' s policies and the 

effect it had in transnational families , 1 encountered the challenge of the existing gap on literature 

that focused on the tapie, specifically in the European Continent. We can thus explain this by the 

fact that migration and ethnic studies are relatively a new field in Europe and in most of the other 

parts of the world. Until recently the family was not considered to be relevant in migration studies. 

(Koser &Luts, 1998) Most ofthe literature I manage to find and to cite in this section that relate to 

the European continent, referred specifically to immigration policies of receiving states in a 

descriptive manner. However it did not described precisely and qualitatively the effect immigration 

policies, had on the construction of transnational families . Although, Policies could not help to 

explain the autonomous character of migration flows, the attempts to regulate them, becomes an 

interesting aspect when trying to understand such units. Transnational families just like other 

27 



How Does the Puzzle get constructed? A theoretical Study on the Transnational Family. 

transnational phenomena are too subject to their context. The context, in which all of these 

interactions occur, might also be influenced by the nation states and their policies. Family 

members are not the only actors involved in the construction of their fami lies while abroad, 

receiving country' s policies also play a major role in their strategies and their ability to perform 

them. (Baubock, 2006; Lahaie, Hayes, Pipper, Heyman 2009; Castles and Miller 2009) 

The relevance of policies in the study of transnational fam il ies according to (Mazzucato, 

2008) becomes an important element when trying to explain the transnational dynamics of a 

family. Thus, the same author will agree on the fact that transnational family arrangements are 

common worldwide because of the restrictive migratory policies in-migrant 's receiving countries. 

Policies could make it difficult for immigrants to migrate as a unit to escape violent, conflict or 

persecution especially in societies like the African ones in which child fostering is a common 

practice (Mazzucato, 2008). Even though Others authors, who also work under a transnationalist 

perspective, will agree on the fact that transnational family arrangements are a matter of a 

migratory culture created within the family' s migratory networks, and that child care arrangements 

are only the result of it. (Levitt, 2001) 

lt is true that one cannot generalize anecdotes and make generalizations out of them, but 

they might sometimes indicate or reveal interesting things. The anecdote presented at the 

beginning of this sections shows how, including migration status in the study of transnational 

families will only become more and more significant as migrant policies in most host countries 

become stricter. Researchers need to be aware that while the right to live in a family remains 

recognized in international conventions and organizations such as the United Nations (1948) the 

immigration policies may circumscribe those rights by defining nationally what a family should be. 

Although, it is clear that every nation state remains sovereign on their decisions. lt is undoubtedly 
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not the intention of thi s paper to object its roles. In the case of the United States and many 

European countries, the 20th century was dominated by the exclusion of specific groups and strict 

national quotas. Many times when migrants were admitted, restrictions policies prevented family 

formation by excluding female migrants (Abrams, 2007, Glick, 201 0). 

When talking about the United States for example, it was not until 1965 when the 

immigration reform act carne into place that policies shifted to a preference for family 

reunification. These new policies allowed family members to bring m immediate relatives of 

permanent residents and U.S citizens, outside the existing quotas of nation-specific and v1sa 

lottery. These Family reunification policies were seen as means of adaptation to immigrants and 

brought in ideas such as: "The beliefthat family ties promote stability and assimilation is reflected 

in the fast track to citizenship given to spouses of U.S citizens, who need only to wait three years 

before obtaining their green card applying for citizenship rather than five ." (Abrams, p, 137) 

Today, we know that transnational families hold in different status, such refugee status in which 

families are also selected carefully, and receive public assistance, and are encourage and welcome 

to stay in the country. (Birman &Tran, 2008, Pine & Drachman, 2005) But all the status before are 

easily analyzed and accounted for, on the other hand none or little research exist on the 

arrangements ofthe members offamilies who either enter country undocumented or over stay their 

visas. The prevalence of these families remains uncertain and poses questions for future research 

on the topic. 

A side from that one other important aspect which is missing m the research on 

transnational families is the analysis on the discourse of family present in the politics of the 

receiving states and the effect this might have in the unit of family. There is though a certain 

disparity in the current practices and sorne popular rhetoric suggest more a limited concem within 
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maintaining family stability among immigrants and virtually no such concern for undocumented 

family members who could be sometimes subject to deportation. If 1965 the immigration act 

enforced family values and gave privilege those who already had family members in America, and 

refused to judged a person up on its race or religion, IlRIRA (The Illegal immigration Reform and 

Immigrant responsibility act of 1996). IIRIRA facilitates the removal of illegal resident 

immigrants, increased income requirements to sponsor family members and approved more 

resources for border enforcement.(Rodriguez, Hagan201 O) these new policies, resulted in the 

deportation of 20, 000 immigrants daily. This of course brought changes in the core of migrant' s 

families whose strategies of family reunification were just not possible under such new laws. In 

sorne cases Statics have shown that nearly 75% percent of the Latina domestic workers had 

children of their own, and starling 40% percent of these women has at least one children had at 

least one children living "back home" in their country of origin. Given this indicators we can then 

conclude that 40% to 50% percent of the central American and Mexican Women leaving in the 

U.S, leave their children in their countries, sorne of this women believe that separation from their 

children will be temporary but due to job constraints, legal status barriers and perceptions of the 

United States as a dangerous place to raise children may result into long-term separations. (Sotelo, 

2009) What are then those challenges? And how they are affecting the unit of transnational 

families? Both ofthose questions remained unanswered. 

The same research question on transnational families and Policies could be applied in 

continents such as Europe. European western states during the 1950s saw family migration as a 

form of interrnarriage control. There was this constant thought that if the migrant labor workers 

brought their wives interracial marriage would somehow be avoided. (Castells, 2007) Countries 
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such as Belgium accepted migrant workers and families, and took into consideration the 

demographical fall of the country in both southern and northern regions. 

Historically there has been a tendency to either welcome or ignore transnational families 

by policy makers. While countries like Gerrnany and ltaly began to accept migrant workers in the 

1950s but by the 1980s the mobility of labor migration suddenly stopped not only because of a 

catastrophic time in the economy of this countries within the oil crisis, but because families were 

beginning to settle down in these countries, a fear of invasion emerged, and a zero immigration 

control was put into forced. This resulted into stricter policies that prevented family reunification. 

However, this did not discourage migrants from migrating to Europe, newer paths of immigration 

were established, and families continue to settle in. Research on the impact of these policies and 

forrnation of transnational families in Europe could be interesting ads towards the study of 

transnational families, including an ínter-continental comparison that would shed light into the 

methodological proposals of cross-country comparisons, we mentioned in the precedent section. 

(Castles and Miller, 2009) 

Newer researchers around the globe have already begun to invest their time in the subject 

and have made pretty interesting contributions. For example the work of (Bernhard, landolt, & 

Goldring, 2008, Fresnoza- Flot 2009) who indicated that undocumented migrant mothers in France 

and Canada face challenges in their role as transnational mothers because oftheir migration status. 

Unable to visit their families back home orto bring their children to visit them, they have to deal 

with the unexpected separation brought by international migration along with the intense feeling of 

guilt and tension. Access to documents and citizenship is restricted in different ways among nation 

states and this differs by nation ' s origin and country, as we will see la ter on. The effects of parent' s 

migration status on both parents and children should then be studied further in comparative 
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research. The children of undocumented parents who are left behind in the country of origin might 

be unable to see their parents for long periods of time, and parent' s undocumented status m ay al so 

affect how they are able to financially support their children. lf undocumented parents find a way 

to bring their children to host country, these children may also find a set of difficulties obtaining 

education, health, and care and may become undocumented workers themselves. Their work 

revealed that the original decision to leave children behind retlect the options that are available to a 

family in the context of departure, are a start on this direction . 

On the other hand Menjivar (2000) also manage to describe the effect of policies in the 

construction of transnational families. Her study indicated the fragility of migranf s networks in a 

context in which their lives in the host societies are greatly constrained by marginalizing structure 

are certainly a challenge to these familia! units. In the ethnography of her work she shows how 

Salvadorian immigrant networks are highly unstable and sporadic, precisely because structural 

constraints (Exclusionary state policies lack of institutional support) Salvadorian lmmigrants are 

often deprived from the resources needed to sustain their family networks. There is also the case of 

Drebby (2006) whom who we have mention in earlier sections. Drebby (2006) although not 

precisely mentions the effect that the newer restrictive policies of the United States had on 

Mexican transnational families and shows this through the various chapter of her book "Divided by 

the Borders: Mexican Immigrants and their children." 

Thus, as we have seen through this section there is a scarcity on studies that show the effect 

of policies on transnational families. Though it is well known and as it was shown through this 

section that policies, in both receiving and sending countries are and could be ill equipped to 

confront the difficulties associated with transnational family arrangements. Policies could be a 

possible explanation towards the formation of transnational families in sorne areas of the world. 
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Including, migration status in the analysis of transnational family dynamics will only become more 

important as migration policies in most countries become stricter. As we had seen through this 

section, family reunification has become more and more difficult, expensive and time consuming 

in nearly all Westem receiving countries. For example As Bemhard (2008) showed how the 

original decision to leave a child behind reflects the options that are available to a family in their 

context of departure. Here the context mentioned earlier in the introduction ofthis section is highly 

important. The factors that result into prolonged separation or a failed reunification are the result of 

the context of reception, including the migration policies that impinge on family migration and 

reunification. Although that is not to say that every transnational family's desire final outcome is 

and will be a reunification. But drawn from the studies presented before and the transnational 

perspectives which now takes into consideration the question of context. We can conclude that the 

question of how policies shape the construction of transnational families remains open for further 

qualitative and quantitative studies on the subject. (Mazzucato, 2008) 
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3.2 Transnational parenting strategies: the role of the Caregivers 

"The sons and Daughters of my sons, my sons and daughters will be, those of m y in laws only God 

knows ... " 

(Mexican Grandmother interviewed in Jalisco, Mexico, 2011) 

In this section we will see how familia! transnational arrangements could and do survive in 

spite of policies and nation state borders. There are other key strategies that help in the 

construction of their transnational lives and networks, which is indeed the case of the caregiver. 

This section like the rest ofthe paper, deals with literature from both Europe and the United States. 

It deals with the families from all around the globe who manage to build their families 

transnationally in either The United States or Europe. During the interviews in Jalisco, we met 

Anna and her sister Maria, two girls who had moved to Mexico with their father, while their 

mother stayed in Chicago working.2 On a first glanced we could have guessed they would have 

moved to their paternal grandmother 's house, but like in most transnational families in the world, 

Anna and Maria moved into their grandmother' s house. The girls were then officially under the 

care of their father but within the maternal support of her grandmother and aunt. So, as it was 

observed during these interviews transnational families include, extended family members, who 

participate just as actively as the nuclear family members. If we compared this anecdote to others 

cases 1 have seen in the review of the literature, caregivers have more or less the same 

functionality. The caregiver is in many cases the emotional and parental support of immigranfs 

children. Certain researchers have found that children who take care of themselves are three times 

more prompt to experience behavioral and academic problems than children in order care 

arrangements (Lahaie, Hayes, Piper, Heymann 2009) 

2 The case study done in preparation for this thesis, Jalisco, Mexico. 
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Migrant parents like just like other parents in the world, try to place specific emphasizes on 

those strategies that have todo with the well being oftheir children. The caregiver; then becomes a 

central part of the transnational arrangements in the strategies migrant parents put up in order to 

rise up their children. Drebby (2006) refers to them in a very interesting way; she called them 

"Middle women." These arrangements are mostly done by and for the women in transnational 

families as we will see through this section. These women most often act as intermediaries, 

between the parents and the children. This is mostly because caregivers have their own risk in the 

child arrangements; many depend economically on remittances from their migrant sons or 

daughters. In most cases caregiver' s actions almost paradoxically reinforce intergenerational 

obligations. 

The caregiver as we would see on this section could be any family member who takes care 

of the children of these transnational parents. Caregivers are mostly found in the sending countries 

were migrants have left their children under their protection. However, as we would see later on 

there are also many cases in which the caregiver, follows the relative to their receiving country to 

provide care for their children. (Ryan, Sales, Tilki and Siara, 2009) And although we might think 

the function of the caregiver might be limited to providing care for the children while the migrant 

parent is away, depending on the context and the country this role may vary. 

The practices of the caregiver are nothing other than "Child Fostering" which 

anthropologist Esther Goody (1982) defines as the sharing of one or more parenting task between 

more than one set of parents; which is actually not always mutually beneficia!. For example 

research in different parts of Africa were these practices are well documented , show interesting 

power dynamics between the two sets of parents. These power dynamics vary depending on the 

age of the children being fostered (with younger children being more of a bother than older ones) 
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and obviously the circumstances in which the child is foster. ln these societies, fostering 

arrangements are openly contested or "ambivalent" takeovers in which the caregiver figure 

completely supplanted parents. 

Today these practices of child fostering are carried on by migrants all across the world . 

These primary caregivers could also be found anywhere from Africa to America, from America to 

Europe. Let us then start this review ofthe literature on the role ofthe caregiver by Latín America, 

more specifically Mexico, where Drebby 's (2006) research showed how children left home by 

their migrant parents responded by detaching to the parental figure and instead attaching 

emotionally to the caregiver. Drebby (2006) attributed this attachment from the grandparents as 

caregivers to a Paralysis, according to this it is possible that caregivers in Mexico resist 

reunification to continue to be supported by the children's parents economically. 

To continue with another Latín American case, In the Jalisco, Mexico we observed had 

very similar dynamics. There an aunt helped to watch out after her two nieces. Here it seemed as 

though, she had unconsciously understood that the care of minors at least in Mexico, was a 

woman 's job. Although she understood that her role as caregiver could not by any means replaced 

the girl ' s mother. This was clearly visible when we spoke about Maria, who had recently moved 

on to women hood. Then she saw the need of her sister been there for her daughter. Caregivers 

then replace only temporarily the parent, who is away. The parent remains in most cases in charge 

oftheir children. 

Moving on to the African continent we see how, for example sorne Somali Elders will not 

only act as caregivers but they would encourage the migration of their children and hold the 

strongest representation of pre-migration beliefs and practices. (Ali &Boyle, 2009) While in a 
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similar context but in a different continent in the West Indies we see similar dynamics. Families 

from the West Indies have been using these practices since the early 1990s. The cultural 

predisposit ion toward fostering has been described by researchers as a requirement for migration. 

Many scholars have suggested that is completely normal for West Indian women to have their first 

children in a young age and sometimes from different fathers , and to then rely on their mothers or 

other female relatives to take care oftheir children. Such children suddenly become to West lndian 

women. This wealth represented by children somehow links different generations of women. In 

fact men are rarely present in these relationships. Bonds between West lndian women are 

undeniably strong. These bonds make intemational migration possible. (Alber, 2003 ;Goody 1982, 

and Klomegah 2000 cited by Drebby 2006) 

Somali immigrants tend to use these transnational arrangements when they immigrated to 

other countries as well. The study of Mulki- Al Sharmani (201 O) confirms these findings by 

assuring that "Family based networks are the main support system used by Somali refugees in 

Egypt, their relatives in the home country and those in neighboring Middle Eastern/ African 

countries or in the West." There cooperation in domestic responsibilities and childcare is an 

important coping strategy used by members ofthe Somali refugee network. 

But as this is a state of the art on the transnational families , Jet us see what happens in 

Europe. Let us see what happens in Europe once the families have moved there, and began to 

accomplish these very transnational practices, as other researchers have documented it. In the 

literature of transnational families in the United Kingdom we find many examples of these care

giving strategies. For example transnational care giving strategies have been well recognized in 

Caribbean families who migrated to London. In this case, grandparents or other senior family 

members care for dependent children left behind by parents who migrated . (Brodber, 1974: Senior 
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1991; Fog Olwig 1993; Russeii-Browne et al. 1997; Reynolds, 1997) A large number of women 

who migrated were from-low income socio-economic groups. They often did not have the 

economic means to take their children with them; besides they had intentions of returning anyhow. 

They thought their children would be in better hands back at home with their grandparents. 

Nonetheless, Caribbean families in the United Kingdom have not been the only ones to 

implement transnational strategies. After nearly 50 years of history of migration to the United 

Kingdom another phenomenon has emerged, that of the Flying Grandmother. (Plaza, 2000) The 

relatively easy affordability of traveling in our modern days has made it possible for sorne 

grandparents to travel back and forward from receiving to sending countries . They do this in order 

to provide care to their grandchildren. In the case of the European Un ion were traveling could be 

made easily without restrictions; sorne Jtalian grandmothers will arrange annual trips to provide 

care for their grandchildren leaving in London. One clear example of this is the testimony of an 

Italian grandmother: 

"lt's 11 years now that 1 am faithfully there every five to six weeks at the most. .... lt' s not 

something that 1 have todo, it's an enjoyment' cos 1 really want to see her growing up and 1 want 

to enjoy her while 1 can ... 1 take her shopping and buy her whatever she need and yo u know how 

we are? We like to spoil our grandchildren ... Everything is pleasure and it ' s not becau3se 1 have 

to." 

Other Grandmothers such as Karolina from Poland depart from their country of origin to 

settle in London with their daughters, in other to take care oftheir grandchildren. But migrants like 

Karolina are involved in complex transnational care networks. In her case she lives constantly 

3
. (C ited interview from Goulboume, Reynolds, Solomos & Zontini, 2011 ) 
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concern about the relatives she has left back home. Karolina wants to take care of own mother, 

who is also sick. The authors of the article in which she was presented described her as a woman 

torn in between her grandchildren and her desire to return to Poland to care for her mother and 

sister. (Ryan, Sales, Tilki , and Siara, 2009) 

However, grandparents are not the only ones present as caregivers. They are also Siblings 

who may engage in the care of the nieces and nephews. That is role which is gender differentiated 

wise. The studies of Dileonardo 1992; Mand 2002 show the gender differences concerning the 

type of care siblings provided and the ways in which they expressed their commitment towards 

family. (Bornat, Dimmock, Jones & Peace 1999, Williams, 2005) Male siblings tended to involve 

themselves more in financia! support, whilst female siblings identified themselves with the 

childcare as their primary caring work in sibling relationships. Female siblings regularly 

participated in childcare for younger siblings and their sibling's children. Makeba a Caribbean 

migrant relates in the same study, how the care she provided for her niece was essential in her 

famil y: 

"T'm always looking after my niece. I think she is the only person that 1 have to actually look after 

a lot- my brother's baby and especially now he is split up with his girlfriend. He !oves his child and 

everything, but he has to go out a lot and do things. There is no one really to help him out, and it ' s 

always me. And I don 't mind anyway. 4 

These examples of reciproca! caring exchanges illustrate how grandparents and other 

relatives become an important resource. These caring changes promote emotional and financia) 

4 
Makeba, interview cited fro m Goulboume, Reynolds, Solomos & Zontini, 2011 
Sánchez, Vivas 2011 . Field work done in Jalisco Mexico, the summer of 2011 
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support in transnational families . They also show how important grandparents and other relatives 

become in arder to preserve kinship ties, and family networks among transnational famil ies . (Gray, 

2005; Wolf, 2004) In all of the cases presented grandmothers acknowledged that they derived 

satisfaction and personal pleasure from looking after their grand-children. As we have seen up to 

now, caregivers tend to be mostly women, who provide care for their grandchildren , nephews and 

nieces. On the other hand, assuming that is true in all cases is a bit too ambitious, but we ask 

ourselves the following question for future research: Is the strategy of the caregiver for immigrant 

parents a female nourished strategy that prometes and sustains migratory careers? 
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3.3 Parenting from Afar 

Caregivers, are not the only figures present in the raising of immigranf s children parents 

remain an important part of their lives although from afar. Unfortunately, most of the data found 

on this aspect remains particular! y done in Latín America and other migrants communities found in 

the United States, not much has been done in other areas such as the Sub- Saharan Africa, and 

parts of Asia. (Yeoh & Lam 2008) Although we have manage to find the conclusions of one little 

study which talked about: China, Cuba, Laos, Sudan and Turkey) (Lamb, 2004) 

The next section of this paper will be dedicated to the gender relationships in transnational 

families , although it is relevant to clarify now that the roles and status of migrant parents are for 

the most part conditioned to gender. This is true especially in those countries that have been the 

least affected by the increase focus of the western industrialization on equality and opportunity 

among genders. 

Let us then start of with Sudan a country in which gender roles and traditions remain 

mostly static (Lamb, 2004). Thus for example Sudanese fathers stressed their role as providers 

(Esthe, Tachble, 2009). On the other hand, mothers associated themselves with caring and 

nurturing roles in most cultures. Another example of this is found the Asían continent. There we 

found the work of Quin (2009) with Chinese migrants in The United States. Quin (2009) reported 

that Chinese mothers, particularly those coming from rural areas spent more time with their 

children pre-immigration than their fathers did. Ln another study in which Chinese mothers in 

China, and Chinese mothers in Canada were evaluated, other strategies were also observed in 

parents that migrated without their children. 
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Parenting from a far, can be complicated to achieve and even more complicated to analyze 

as a researcher. Transnational parental strategies are not easily shared with those outside of the 

family. Thus the work of Quin (2009) delivered a very interesting conclusion. lt revealed how 

parents were able to transfer their stress to their children and place on them the burden of very high 

educational goals. Children 's perception of parental absence and lack of support affected their 

academic life tremendously. Academic pressure, took on in most of the families they interviewed. 

These pressures are likely to have an effect in children 's psychologist and adjustment into the new 

host society. Her conclusions although specific to an ethnic group can be easily transferred to other 

migrants and as we will see through this paper, one specific goal of this types of family it's the 

education of their children. 

Mean While in the Philippines Parreñas (2005) studied families from a gender perspective 

and analyzed their parental strategies. There she observed what she referred to as: "A growing 

crisis of care troubles families in the developing world ." There, in the Philippines and like in other 

countries that we would see reflected in this study, parents have to look for labor migration as a 

way of ensuring that they can send children to school and give them access to quality of health care 

or simply provide them with just the basic food. In a city like Manila 9 mili ion Filipino children 

under the age of eighteen are currently leaving and growing up without the physical presence of 

one migrant parent in the country. Filipino parents are migrating to the four comers of the world in 

order to achieve their desires educational goals for their children from: Asia to the Gulf Region; 

countries for nurses and caring for the elder, to the United States as domestic workers or even as 

far as Europe. (Parreñas, 2005) 

Parreñas (2005) described the parental strategies of Single Filipino Mothers who migrated 

along. These mothers are sometimes portrayed as the bad mothers who abandoned their children. 
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Parreñas (2005) explains "they did not abandon their children. They do not even pass down their 

mother responsibilities inside their families to other relatives in the country. Instead they 

reconstitute the meaning of mothering, by providing care acts from afar, and often overcompensate 

for their physical absence and performing a transnational version of what sociologist Sharon Hays 

(Parreñas, 2005) describes as " intensive mothering." They tried their hardest to maintain intimacy 

from the distance. While men in traditional Filipino families reject the nurturing of their families 

these migrant mothers struggle to nurture their children from a distance. Thus in fact they become 

the super hero of the family they ensure the security of both the economic and emotional care of 

their children. So that the children of these families , end up somehow more or less accepting the 

fact that their mother had to migrated. The children of these families at least in The Philippines 

have a lot less trouble adjusting to the transnational strategies oftheir families. 

While in Latín America, Chaun and Su (2009) similarly found that the mothers had greater 

influence in the child-care domain than fathers did. Specifically in Mexico and The Dominican 

Republic a similar dynamic occurred. Chuan and Su (2009), Cabrera et al. (2009) and Tamis-le 

Monda et al. (2009) observed that this distinction between maternal and parental roles was 

established very early in the children's lives. They too observed that the equality ofthe relationship 

between the fathers and the mothers molding dynamics was set, even before the children were 

born. Prenatal involvement was predicted by postnatal involvement by the migrant father both in 

Mexico and the Dominican Republic. (Tamis-LeMonda et al. 2009) One most also make reference 

to the fact that in the Latin American Region (The Dominican Republic and Mexico) the role of 

the migrant parent often depends on the social and legal context of both the receiving and sending 

society, which consequently affects the familiar goals. 
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Nonetheless, In Latín America many other examples have been displayed in the work of 

researchers such as: Drebby (2006) who made references to these parental strategies in an article 

she titled: Ofelia and Germán Cruz Migrant Time Versus Child Time. Ofelia and Germán had 

settled in the United States for 13 years leaving behind their 13 year old son Germán. The family 

showed clearly that although divided by the borders, Ofelia wanted her family reunited, and never 

gave up on her goal. The family strategies in order to keep themselves together included 

institutionalizing the family through pictures which are most the time the most symbolic tie 

between migrants and their families abroad . In the family photos observed in the ethnography, the 

family portrait had superimposed the image of Germán, who remained in México under the care of 

his grandparents. Ofelia and Germán Cruz story of separation across border were not all that 

common along the families which Drebby (2006) interviewed during her study. However, dueto 

the current military controls imposed in the borders, and the failure in renewal of migration 

policies, reunification has become almost unachievable for those families that do desire todo so. 

It is within these patterns of separation that parents encounter difficulties meeting their 

children 's expectations economically and emotionally. While in the sending countries the children 

of such families tend to be loyal to their caregivers (grandmothers, aunts, and other family 

members) and sometimes might even wish to be reunited with their parents. The extreme eleven 

years illustrate how such dynamic unfolds even when parents and children wished to be reunited. 

Prolonged family separations reflect the mismatch between the times needed for parents to reach 

their children growth in Mexico. 

Parents are living in the United States within the schedule time while their ch ildren are 

living in Mexico, in communities like San Angel , Oaxaca, migrants and non-migrant family 

members are faced with a completely different life style, and the slowness and boredom of their 
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daily life in such communities. In the mean time caregivers construct strong ties with their 

grandchildren, in both cases receiving economic support from their children in the United States. 

Parents, never stop imagining their children as they were when they left them. They sometimes 

expect for the life cycle to stop for them, as though they both lived in two different times across 

history. Drebby (2006) attributed this attachment from the grandparents as caregivers to a 

Paralysis. According to this it is possible that caregivers in Mexico resist reunification to continue 

to be supported by the children's parents economically. 

On the other hand, Levitt (2001) observed a similar dynamic. Levitt (2001) presents the 

case of Elena, a 22 year old young girl, who had been raised by their grandmother as her mother 

left to work in the United States. Under the same conviction as the other parents, a better future 

and stronger grounds in which to found her life, Nuria ' s mother Elena migrated to the United 

States. However, unlike the first case we discussed previously, the families of my case study and 

the ones of levitt' s study are not victims of long periods of separation, due to their legal status in 

the United States. Their strategies could switch from periodical visits to frequently made phone 

calls. Parents such as this one's continue presence on their kids lives although from afar. 

Elena's memories began to fill with their mother's visits to their sending country. Elena 

was also filled with the vivid images of her mother ' s visit once a year to the Dominican Republic. 

Like other transnational children, Nuria's mother also made every effort to show that her sacrifice 

of been away was worth something. Christmas were filled with presents to her kids who waited 

patiently the entire year to show their entire community how their mother' s sacrificed had brought 

them so much happiness. 
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The dynamics ofthe Nuria, and the two girls from case study, show kids who are incredible 

proud of her parents, but their loneliness is tangible. In the case of Nuria, there were also things 

which she kept inside because there was no one else she could talk to, other than her mother when 

she vi sited . Nonetheless, the mother visits did not pro long for long periods of time. Parents often 

come on fast visits and rapidly go back to the U.S in order to keep on working and providing for 

their children. (Levitt, 2001) 

As Levitt (2001) explained, E lena 's and German's stories of been raised up across border 

within similar challenges are increasingly common. These children are raised jointly by their 

mothers in the United States (The receiving country) and by the other relatives in the sending 

country. Ifs by enduring these transnational practices that these parents manage to maintain their 

families standing, even within the physical separations. Migrant family members tend to earn most 

of the family incomes while non-immigrants remain behind to care for their children. In all of the 

cases thi s transnational ties grow stronger as household members become more and more 

dependent on one another. 

The studies ofDrebby (2006) and Levitt (2001) also revealed the position ofsingle mothers 

who faced similar challenges of raising children transnational , along with the challenges of been a 

single mother. For Nancy a single mother, her migration to the United States meant she had to live 

her baby behind with her family, and start on building their relationship from afar. Levitt (2001) 

describes a relationship in which neither one of these mothers became a mother who was there to 

solve day-today issues but was rather the fairy godmother who provided for them economically. 

As far as discipline barriers they are intangible and ambiguous, these kids felt as though they did 

not have a clear figure to who they had to obey. Showing that is not always clear how decision-
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making power sharing should be managed when the roles of production and reproduction are 

separated from one another. (Levitt, 2001) 

In all the cases that we had mentioned before parents can be rapidly reached by telephone, 

and although not all of them can visit regularly, no one person is totally in charge. That 

dramatically changes the relationship between young people and their elders. Because 

grandparents sometimes need their migrant children 's support they are reluctant in sorne of the 

case to assert authority, while in other cases such as in my case study the grandmother does not 

give up in giving their grandchildren the proper authority and guidance, thus she feels as it is the 

moral duty she owns to her daughter. (Drebby, 2006) 

From another perspective, meaning that ofthe families , who reside in the receiving society 

with their children, here is one interesting case. Carmen ' s is a mother two, who al so faces 

challenges as she tries to raise them in a society that goes far on advance from her own life 

experiences (Levitt, 2001). Children tend to become a lot more independent in societies in which 

times run by faster than in their sending society, and within this conditions it becomes almost 

impossible to supervise them and give them guidance and authority they would have had in 

societies such as Miraflores. Children leam a new language and sometimes forget their mother 

tongue. Transnational children serve as a bridge for their parents to communicate with their 

receiving society, and tend to mold in, and according to the parents interviewed by Levitt: "They 

grow up in a world which they could not understand." (Levitt, 2001) The old ways of showing 

respect slowly began to reshape, and family lives are slowly transforming although not losing 

completely their tiesto their sending societies. For example in Dominican families the used ofthe 

greeting: "Bendición" (Biess me please) that used to be the way in which they address the elders 

and parents begins to shade away. 
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The final outcomes in Transnational parenting strategies tend to be relatively different from 

one another. For example in Drebby' s (2006) work: German the son of Ofelia and Gérman Cruz is 

now reunited with their parents. The reunification goal seems to make the parents happy, but the 

child is ambivalent in the receiving society and misses his caregivers in Mexico. In the cases of 

(Levitt, 2001) the single mother's Paula and Nuria; their outcomes are slightly different. Nuria's 

case was not giving an end to the story in Levitt' s book but everything indicated the children or 

now adults recent the fact of having been raised away from their mother. 

In most ofthe cases presented by Drebby (2006) for example Paula 's case, single mother ' s 

efforts are often not given the expected results. On Paula 's case her Children Mateo and Cindy did 

not follow along with their mothers first intended goal which was for them to obtain an education 

in Mexico. Mateo used his mother's networks in order to migrate to the United States and Cindy 

oriented by her lasting desire of having a family which lived together end up forming her own 1 ittle 

family at the early age of 16. 

Across the Latin American and Asian continents, researchers have seen how Children tend 

to feel both admiration and abandonment from their parents and in sorne cases this is the cause of 

sorne much unexpected consequences. (Drebby, 2006, Parreñas, 2005) Such feeling according to 

Drebby (2006) might lead to unwanted behavior such as quitting school or gang involvement. Thus 

for migrants who left to assure better opportunities for their children this unintended consequences 

of migration might lead to strained relationships with their children, and a loss of educational 

opportunities for their children. 

In despite of the differences between the countries and the regions parental immigrant 

strategies in the world continent the research work analyzed in this section shows a tendency of 
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parents to see migration as way to: create a better educational future for their children. (Levitt, 

2001, Drebby, 2006, Hamman, Sánchez, Zúñiga, 2008, Borraz 2005) There for it becomes 

important to answer questions such as: What is the role ofthe transnational family in the education 

of their children? Answers to this kind of question would help explain sorne of their transnational 

decisions and arrangements. Ways of doing family are been transformed everywhere in the globe, 

but the interesting thing about how they are changing with migration is that this changes occur 

within transnational paths, with the intluence of two different cultures at the same time and within 

unintended consequences that are sometimes not under the parents control. (Drebby, 2006, Levitt, 

2001) 
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3.4 Constructing Gender Transnationally. 

"The task of "measuring up" to the one 's gendered is faced again and again different situations 

with respect to different particulars of conduct. The problem involved is to produce 

configurations ofbehavior which can be seen by others as normative gender behavior." 

(Sarah Fentermaker, Candance, 1995, West and Don Zimmerman 1987.) 

Coming down to the last aspect that will be dealt with in this paper, 1 though it would be 

interesting, to summarize and describe what researchers have said about gender roles in 

transnational families. The work on transnational families has produced an enormous among of 

literature on the effect of gender in the constructions in transnational families, which is thus worth 

of a compilation. Researchers have shown that one the most important pieces of the puzzle in the 

construction ofthese families is the way in which gender practices are build by the very interesting 

dynamics that international migration creates gender wise. Aranda, (2003) who had studied this 

part of the transnational family, has proposed that gender is "a routine methodological 

accomplishment." What they call "doing gender" is a social construction and interaction that cast 

particular pursuits and expressions of mainly women natures. Transnational families manage to 

rise up their families , while they construct, deconstruct and re-construct their gender practices. 

That is if we consider parenting from abroad as a gender accomplishment, in this way we can 

better explain why mother ' s migration has a relatively different effect than father' s migration and 

why both parents migration also represents a different effect in the raising of children. (Candance, 

Zimmerman, Fenstermaker, 1995) 

Researchers have found different examples of how this gender role construction occurs. 

Parental strategies are thus very closely related to the ways in which parents manage to construct 

their genders. Thus we will start by describing the very interesting findings of Rache! Parreñas 
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(2005) in the Philippines, in her study "Children of Global migration." We will see how children 

experience more emotional problems when their mothers migrated than when their father did. 

However, even if arrangements continue to be Matrilocal in the studies portrayed above, Parreñas 

(2005) manage to show in her study of Philippines that transnational families significant there, 

because they challenge the maintenance of the ideology of separate spheres carried on by 

traditional gender divisions of labor in the Filipino Family. These challenges include the removal 

of the biological mother from the domestic sphere as well as the traditional gender division of 

labor in the Philippines. These divisions could in sorne cases increase the income power ofwomen. 

They can also challenge the parodie performance of mothering and fathering that is prompted by 

its recital over distance. In sorne cases this "parodie performance." Is the need for the migrant 

father to portray themselves as extremely domineering authorities. It is the way in which father 

adjust to being denied by geographical distance the ability to perform their gender-ascribed duties 

as the one who is supposed to discipline the family . (Parreñas, 2005) 

Most Filipino families of dual eaming are composed of dual wage earning couples. But 

although women have begun to participate in the labor economy they remained responsible for the 

most of housework and the childrearing. As sociologist Belen Medina cited by (Parreñas, 2005) 

proposed "There is sti ll the double standard view that women have jobs and not careers due to the 

constraint of domestic responsibility. " Likewise, fathers at least in the Philippines are very 

unlikely to take up the slack caused by women ' s greater labor force participation even after their 

migration. They still spend more time resting and relaxing then they do lending a hand m 

households. There female migration in families still does not hold such a positive connotation. 

The study of Parreñas becomes an important contribution to the field because it challenges 

previous ideas of migration studies, which suggested that women gained independence after 
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migration. Although, it might seem like sorne of these Filipino women might be migrating as a 

way to emancípate and empower the truth is that they to migrate on the first place. Rather the 

gender divisions inside the family are dictated by the division of labor in the family. These 

divisions can push the envelope towards the reversa) of material inequalities between men and 

women in transnational families. Most of the women in this study were not leaving the country to 

become the sole breadwinners but rather as supplementary breadwinners, they are Jeaving behind 

their partners, men whose masculinity has been already made secure already by their own 

acquisitions in the country. (Parreñas, 2005) 

On the other hand her study also contributes to the understanding of how and why Gender 

also acts as a division in parent- and child rearing labors. She showed how mothers in the 

Philippines do not enjoy the same support from their children when they decided to migrate. The 

children do not given them the same flexibility in their choice and place of employment. This is the 

case among Filipino children who expressed that their parents left because of labor market 

difficulties in the country. Children do not give their mother's the luxury of a migration career. 

Instead they expressed it was fine if they left but only when there was no other choice left, most of 

them said, that their mothers left because they just "didn 't have a choice." (Parreñas, 2005) 

While in Latín America (Levitt, 2001) discovered that there women actually enjoyed sorne 

support from their offspring when migrating to supply economically for the family. There she 

presents the image of mothers such as Nuria from the Dominican Republic, who was granted a 

certain symbolic respect for have been migrated to the United States in order to provide for her 

children, thus she was seen as the returning hero. 
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To insist on the fact that transnational families are not homogenous entities not even in 

between continents, it is relevant to mention that such gender transformations do not always occur 

in the same way in every country in Latin America. Although it would be way too ambitious to 

establish comparisons based on other researchers work, it is interesting to see for example the work 

of Drebby (2007). Her work reveals that some Mexican women who could not often return home 

in the case of the ones who traveled to the United S tates under unexpected migration, the support 

of their children was ambivalent and not always a given factor. She thus presents the image of 

Zelia a Mexican single mother who was also seen by her family as a hero someone who worked 

very hard to support her little boy in Mexico. On the other hand other mothers such as Silvia from 

Mexico are strictly criticized by their own mothers for not making enough of an effort to reunite 

with her children. So as we can see the gender role of the primary caregiver in transnational 

families varies not only from one country to another but also in between different families . On the 

other hand, in Latin America researchers such as Drebby (2007) have explained the transition in 

gender roles in migrant families ha ve sometimes switched the image of the father and the mother, 

while in the process of migration and return to the sending country. Thus as we have seen in the 

Latin American region, many of these fathers and mothers have been analyzed in the literature in 

transnational families from Latin America. Research concludes that in Mexican or Dominican 

society in which mothers or more specifically women are still expected to be the primary 

caregiver. Arrangements continue to be better seen by others if they happen within the matrilocal 

lines and residences, and children are almost always left with the maternal grandmother. (Drebby, 

2006, Levitt, 2001) 

Other studies go even further in the study of gender relations in transnational families and 

explain how transnationally women challenge these pre-established gender roles. Sotelo (2009) 
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established a typology for these women and named them : "Braceras." By using the term Braceras 

she describes the women who have left their families in their home countries, and went to work 

with other families abroad. However this women are not only present in Latín America, many 

examples of are present worldwide: the Filipinas or Taiwanese women working in Hong Kong, 

The Caribbean women working in the east coast of the United States, and the Central American 

and Mexican immigrant women working in California. They are literately "pairs of arms" 

disembodied and dislocated from their families and communities of origin and yet they are not 

temporary migrants. 

While in the case of the research done in the African continent by researchers such as 

Mulki- Sharmani (20 1 O) they did not use a certain typology the same idea of a well organized and 

successful mother migrant is presented. In this study we were able to observe how women begin to 

gain appreciation from relatives and a sen se of self-respect for their new roles. Sorne of the women 

also make use of the family network to arrange for the care of their children and sick relatives, 

while they engage in transnational trading activities. However, young and single females ' relatives 

often sacrifice or delay their own aspirations for the sake of their families . The author concluded 

that transnationalism as a way of organizing and sustaining livelihood, resources and relations of 

Somali families, is not always emancipating for Somali Women. Rather the benefits and 

challenges of such ways of life for women are different, mixed, and unequal. In the same continent 

in Somalia women gain and lose a lot oftheir emancipation with migration. 

Moving down to Europe we also see other examples of these gender role dynamics in 

transnational families . Sorne examples, of women who pursue changes in their gender roles within 

the families are found in the literature of Italian mothers in London. There Migrant mothers, had a 

heavy burden when they first arrived. They found themselves on their ways towards been 
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independent by holding day jobs, and having the sole responsibility of their homes as well. 

Although their husband slowly understood they too had a responsibility with the housework, they 

were mostly left alone with the house chores and the care of their children. They soon became 

transnational mothers who sent their kids to school in Italy, as they had plans to return to their 

native country. (Goulbourne, Reynolds, Solomos, Zontini , 2011) 

Meanwhile, other groups of migrant women in Europe expressed a different view on 

migration and their gender making strategies. In the case of Polish women they idealized mother 

figure which was constructed in various social discourses did not always reflect reality. lt is rather 

important to understand how women construct their gender as actors within various social 

locations. The study of Ryan, Sales, Tilki, Bernadetta (2009) exemplified how the female 

participants did not perceived themselves as, simply following their husbands but rather as making 

their own decisions on the basis of long-term considerations for their children and themselves. 

Many ofthem though left their job in Poland to be a full time mother in London and followed their 

husbands under a conviction that it was important to preserve their familia! unit and this may as 

well been seen a short-time strategy to preserve the safety of their children. lt is clear that on this 

case the women remains an active player in decision making in the family, but the husbands and 

they were described in the article remain the sole breadwinner. 

They present various married couples and their situations sorne like the couple they present 

as: "Jack and his Wife" kept the traditional roles of a Polish Family. The family economic source 

is the husband who works in London but comes back to see his family in Poland every six months. 

Following up they present the image of women like Basia, who end up migrating to follow their 

husbands in hopes that this would keep their family and marriage at live. The family structures 
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remain pretty much traditional for these Polish Families implying discourses such as the one from 

Basia: 

"We could not live that anymore, with him here and me back there with two children. He tried to 

convince me that he should stay here to earn money and then come back to Poland. 1 said, No we 

will be poor together in Poland, or will come here together, and create a better future for our 

children" 

5Most of the women interviewed in their study reveal a desire to keep their traditional 

marriage structures, even if that implied leaving a professional life back in their home country. 

Many of these women welcome the opportunity to be full time mothers to take care of their 

families in ways that were simply not possible in Poland. Female participants highlighted their 

range of motivations underlining their strategies. They did not perceived themselves as followers 

of their husbands but rather as making their decisions based on their long-term separations. Ho 

(2006) will argue that going back to old structures and ways of doing gender, may result into: 

"Women who bear the brunt ofthe burdens of adapting toa new life in a new country." (Ho, 2006) 

Nevertheless, researchers have also document the changes that have occurred for men and 

their father role. In the case of Latin America changes have also occurred in the male figure that is 

not anymore and in all cases the migrant worker "bracero" per say, who left his family back home 

to go work in "el norte." Here it is important to reconsider the work Drebby (2006) that was cited 

in previous sections. In her study we met, Armando, a Mexican father whom although for different 

reasons end up being the primary care giver for his children. Family reunification is often seen as 

the ultimate goal for transnational parents, however in this case a marital confl ict after 

5 (Basia an interviewer from Ryan, Sales, Tilki & Siara, 2009) 
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reunification allowed for a change in the gender roles and more over for a total displacement ofthe 

mother figure in Armando's family. Unlike other fathers Armando carefully explained his 

departure to his children at first while his wife just migrated without a previous notice. Armando 

like other fathers also believed that leaving his children in Mexico would provide them of a better 

environment to be raised up on. Armando's experience illustrates a common pattern: "After his 

migration and subsequent divorce, Armando expanded his emotional ties with his children." 

Eventually the gender roles reversed partially the mother carne back for Mary, one of their 

children. We can then say that her study concluded that Men ' s care giving in a transnational 

context depends on the behavior ofwomen and oftheir choices as well. 

Another interesting aspect studied has been that of married couples and how international 

migration challenges gender roles within the family. Under married couples because under this 

structure the mother is expected to take care of the children, and in cases such as Mexico, Mexican 

familiarism or the Filipino traditional family, sometimes obligates the father to be the breadwinner 

though we can also observe severa! variations both in the sending and in the receiving society. 

(Parreñas, 2005) 

We can thus observe different family structures and different ways in which one can 

construct gender across borders. The unit of marriage has also suffered sorne changes within 

current migratory patterns. Drebby (2006) Shows, The very interesting example of Efrain and 

Claudia, Efrain worked in "el Norte" up north meaning in the United States, while Claudia 

remained in Mexico as a schoolteacher. Something in this dynamic had slightly change in the 

traditional gender roles and which allowed her to have certain autonomy over the household while 

the husband was away working, it thus indeed show a change in the gender roles in Mexican 

traditional fam ilies. Nevertheless just as we had seen in the example of Parreñas (2005), in this 

57 



How Does the Puzzle get constructed? A theoretical Study on the Transnational Family. 

case Drebby (2006) explained this Iittle gain of autonomy for Claudia only !asted while Efrain was 

away. Once Efrain carne home, roles where back to normal and Efrain made sure his voice was the 

loudest in what he called, "mi casa" his house. (Drebby, 2006) 

On the other hand, my professor and 1 during our study in Jalisco observed a very different 

routine. Things were slightly different, the roles of the father and mother had been inversed as the 

grandmother in Spanish explained it: "Se cambiaron los papeles." (The roles switched over) The 

father whose real name 1 will not give as it was promised during the interview, had choose to 

retum with their American bom citizen children to Mexico in order for them to be raised up, under 

a safer atmosphere. His wife a professional beautician, who owned her beauty salon in Chicago, 

had decided to stay in order not to quit the leased they had paid for their salon. The wife eventually 

became the family's primary economic provider. In this case the father was the fui! time caregiver 

of his two daughters along with the help of their grandmother and aunt in whose house they lived 

at. There too the mother was seen as the "hero" of the family the one who sacrificed it all for her 

two girls and who also helped parenting from afar, through phone calls and regular physical visits 

during the year. However, the father did not feel completely responsible for the economic support 

of his children, in everything he talked about, he would continuously refer to their familiar 

strategies as: "what we do for our girls." Meaning that to him the fact that his wife had stayed in 

Chicago working was a part ofthe team effort. They had made an effort for their little girls to have 

a better educational future and she was not alone, it was just a little switched in the roles, he 

supported the kids as a caregiver and the mother did so economically. (Sanchez, Vivas, 2011, 

interviews done in the preparation of m y bachelors thesis) 

Nevertheless, in most of the case studies illustrated in this section, reflect that family's 

gender roles tend to be flexible and can be transformed over transnational practices and their 
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implementation. We could imply that migration has begun to switch these roles especially m 

returnees ' families such as the one from my own case study. There are clearly sorne ways in which 

ways in which the building of transnational family and the physical separation that comes with it 

acts as a "gender equalizer" because it limits the type of activities in which mothers and fathers can 

engage in with their children. The conditions of migration may put women and men on similar 

playing fields and alter the traditional gender expectations within marital relationships. The same is 

true for single parenting where migration acts in a way in which single parents re -assure their 

responsibi lity as caregivers from afar and economic providers as well. (Drebby 2006, Levitt, 2001) 

Migration does not only affect the gender role of the migrant parents but also of their 

children, specifically those who migrate along with their parents. Overall the picture of these 

changes, remains unclear, not many studies have been done on this particular area of the study of 

gender and migration. Both boys and girls differently may become empowered by the relative fall 

in the father's status and by their more rapid integration into a culture that proscribes forms of 

behavior (power disciplines) that would have enhance the father ' s authority in the home country. 

(Este and Tachble, 2009) 

Many examples of how different culture children of immigrants switch over their roles are 

found in the literature. For example in the case of Turkish girls in Belgium they adapted more 

easily than their males compatriots, but wither or not this is linked to the changes in gender 

structures they encountered in the new society that is still an unknown answer. Other gender 

differences could also be the way in which children are affected by familia) conflicts. Hmong girls 

for example drank more while males performed better at college and smoked less (lee, 1997, 2001) 

These findings provide snapshots of how gender may color the experience of immigrant children ' s, 

but the absence of a more deeper insight of this dynamics leaves this conclusions uncompleted, 
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thus literature leaves mere illustrations and provocations for more future research to be done on the 

topic. 

The ways of doing Gender and Parenting across borders detailed in many articles studied 

suggest sorne differences and similitude, but are not homogenous to all transnational families . In 

continents like Latin America, these gender structures have begun to somehow be flexible , as we 

have seen the studies presented in this section. While in Asia in the Philippines the women still 

preserve the role of the caregiver in the family. In the case Somalis, migrating across the world 

perpetuated the women as the central care provider for the children. On the other hand, in Polish 

families as we saw, roles tend to be flexible while abroad. This leads us to the conclusion that 

while sorne, perpetuated their already existing gender roles, others transformed them according to 

their familiar goals. One can suppose after reading the literature from different researchers around 

the world that transnational families just like what we will appoint to as "normal" families, change 

and are subject to the social changes of our societies. (Sotelo 2009, Parreñas, 2005, Alsharmi, 

2010) 

These differences can be attributed to their difference in cultures, history and reasons for 

migrating. As far we can see and drawn from the studies that have been cited through this paper, 

there could be reasons such as the religion of the fami ly and the constraints that might represent for 

women, as it is the case of Islam with sorne immigrant families in Europe. In the case of Latin 

America, the long history of migration with the United States could also help explained why 

women are now more acceptable as the primary migrant or "bracera." 

Other possible explanations for this gender role transitions on immigrant families could 

indeed by Iinked to the expectations of gender duties in different cultures. But these cultural 
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differences could also be linked to the type of work that migrant parents could acquire in the 

sending or receiving society. Researchers have revealed that these differences attain enhanced 

significance when fathers as head of households immigrate from traditional cultures with their 

wives and children encounter circumstances that challenge their previously respected positions at 

home, in family and hierarchies. (Este and Tachble, 2009, Quin 2009) In many cases of the 

immigrant groups sampled in this paper, immigration forces fathers to seek acceptance and 

employment, poorly paid, than in their countries of origin, forcing husbands to accept the work of 

their wives in arder to fully provide for their children. This results into family shifts in structure 

and dynamics along with the associate stresses, which can profoundly affect all participants ' 

adjustment, and provide more stress for immigrant husbands than for their wives. 

But can these findings about the gender transitions be applied to every culture and country 

of the world? More intemational comparisons of empirical studies with researchers from around 

the world are needed in order to answer questions such as: Are they any similitude's or differences 

in the construction of gender among transnational families in different continents? 

Although we don 't have answers to questions like the one presented in the precedent 

paragraph what we can conclude is that: It is clear that intemational migration either reinforces this 

ways of doing gender or transforms them. Like we pretty much imagine that would be any other 

type of familiar unit, the ways in which gender roles are constructed vary from married couples, to 

single parents, and also for those who manage not only to construct marital relationships abroad 

and to later on, deconstruct them as well (Drebby 2006, Levitt, 2001 , Gordonova 2009, Ember, 

1971 , Parreñas, 2005.) 
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3.5 Issues We Need to Study now at days, the case of Mexican Families divided by the 

borders: 

Through the course of this paper, 1 took on to the relevant challenge of examining the 

existent literature, on the construction of transnational families. The attempt to theorize the 

transnational family helped meto understand one very important fact: Transnational families are 

non-homogenous units. Thus, we will probably never agree on a definition could be apply to all of 

them. Analyzing the methodology, brought closer answers on how transnational families should be 

approached. Nevertheless, 1 believe this study shed light on the accomplishments of social scientist 

on the field. And as far as the fields which concemed researchers: The construction of gender 

Roles, Policies and their effects in transnational families and Parenting strategies, things have 

become a lot clearer to me. To the point where 1 do believe, we reached certain conclusions. 

However, many questions remain unanswered , particularly in the case of Mexican Families that 

have been divided by the borders; a case by which 1 started this research. I also did find certain 

points of comparison with other cases around the globe. 

In the section dedicated to the methodology used by social scientists, to study transnational 

families , I introduce my anecdote about the first time 1 ever intended to interview a transnational 

family in Jalisco, Mexico. Well the first time I ever approached this subject my research question 

was the following: What is the role of the transnational family in the education of their children 

while in Mexico? This question did not appear in my mind magically, but it was rather the result of 

a pro posa! made to me by m y professors. They had spent various years in the study of transnational 

students in the Mexican public school system. Their research had given fruit to a book named : 

"Alumnos transnacionales, Escuelas Mexicanas Frente a la Globalización/ Transnational Students, 

Mexican School in the Time of Globalization)" In the last chapter of this book, for the first timed 
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they discuss the statics about these children's families and their dispersion across national borders. 

The statistics presented in the introduction of this paper, revealed sorne very interesting dynamics 

about transnational families in Mexico. 

Jt is first perhaps relevant, to start by the perception of teachers on transnational families . 

Most of the teachers interviewed, believed the dispersion of transnational families across borders, 

posed a real challenge for the children who were left in Mexico, while their parents worked in The 

United States. The Teachers interviewed, suggested these children lived under dysfunctional 

familia) dynamics, which could not possibly stimulate them towards achieving a successful 

academic future. According to their research results , these perceptions seem to be partially true, 

but varied according to the region in which the study was framed. Of course more research as the 

one they had first suggested to me is needed, in arder to either confirm the teacher's perceptions on 

transnational families , or to discover a distinct reality. A step towards this direction, was the life 

story of the transnational family in Jalisco, in which we were able to see, how the transnational 

family dynamics of a family, were indeed guiding their children towards academic success. 

However, it is hard to make a general statement out of one simple case study. (Hamman, Sánchez, 

Zúñiga, 2008, Sánchez, Vivas, 2011) 

Another interesting finding, and one in which we should definitely work in the future, is that of 

the feminization of migration. Women according to this study continue support and contribute 

towards the familia) unity. Whether it is by staying at home or by migrating to follow their 

husbands and promote reunification, they never left their kids behind. This is an interesting aspect 

because drawn from what we had learn in Ryan, Sales, Tilki , Bernadetta (2009), in which we saw 

how polish women saw themselves as crucial actors in the migration process and not necessarily as 
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followers oftheir husbands. In Poland women too migrate to preserve familia! unity. So then again 

a very interesting cross continental comparison can be drawn from this study 

Nonetheless, women in Mexico also view their children ' s future , as a priority. Therefore, if it 

was needed they had in their hands the decision, to send their children back to Mexico. Now why 

are they sending their children back to Mexico? That is a question which remains without an 

answer and which will require, true transnational research across borders, in order to study both the 

mothers and the children who had been sent back to Mexico. Again, referring to the case study of 

Jalisco, the family we interviewed, motivation to have their children study in Mexico was: A safer 

and more familia! atmosphere. Further and comparative research is a need in order to find out if 

this is indeed the case in other transnational families . An interesting comparison can also be drawn 

from the study of Bledsoe & Sow (2011) in the West Indies, who saw that the families in their 

study, preferred to send their children back home in order for them to live in a safer and more 

controlled environment. Thus, an interesting intercontinental comparison can be done between 

these two case studies. 

Last but not least, one thing is definitely certain; the male adolescent dynamic of migration 

remains one of the most relevant ones in Mexico, but is complemented by a new famil ia! 

migration. This new familia! patterns feed a multidirectional migration pattern in which families 

cross and re-cross borders sometimes even more than once across their lives. These patterns are 

not unique to Mexico as we have seen across this paper, in countries such as the Philippines and 

The Dominican Republic. (Parreñas, 2005 , Levitt 2001) These new patterns then, change and 

challenges older migration studies which suggested unidirectional patterns of migration with 

family reunification as the most desire outcome for all migrant families. (Hamman, Sánchez, 

Zúñiga, 2008, Rendall , Torr, 2007). 
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Chapter 4: Drawing Conclusions: From this point and on, where are moving towards in the 

understanding of the transnational family, and what pieces remain lost on the puzzle? 

Having had analyzed exhaustively the work of many researchers around the world the 

puzzle has begun to shed light upon its construction, and the ways in which transnational families 

are constructed around the globe has indeed become clearer to me. Aside from coming to the 

conclusion oftheir non-homogenous character, another relevant fact is that: Transnational families 

are on their way towards becoming one area of transnational oriented studies which can greatly 

contribute to alleviating blind spots in the study of migration (Mazzucato, 2007, Portes, 1999) 

How come? As 1 had stressed in the introduction, Portes's (1998) reminded us that the migrant's 

migratory career lays base within his/her family. The family becomes a key element of migration 

studies. Transnational families give substance to what Manuel Castell's (2000) dubbed "The 

network society" and this in turn minimizes the importance of physical distance and proximity. 

Thus, with the study of transnational families, we might come closer towards understanding that 

migration and distances do not longer necessarily mean lost of familia! lineages in migrant 

families . We might come closer towards understanding that studies on transnational families do not 

always imply a lost. Transnational families may therefore, be there to reflect on how modernity ' s 

is increasingly pushing against the barriers of nature. The family as we have seen becomes a unit 

of study which cannot longer be ignored. Today, we now know that many of the migrant's 

decisions and strategies lay within this structure of transnational families. Thus, the way, in which 

we see transnational families, has to be modified. As the recent studies analyzed in this paper have 

shown it, we cannot continue to assume, that they are nuclear units and just simply assume that 

their transnational practices are rather unfeasible, for this will leave the phenomenon to be 

completely illogic. (Mazzucato, 2008, Goulbourne, Reynolds, Zontini, 2011, Marcus, 1995, 

Rutten, 2007) 
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In the same way as perhaps while reading through this paper we might recognize ourselves 

in the conclusions given by researchers in the study of transnational families. Through this paper, I 

was able to understand the dynamics of m y own family. I recognized my traveling grandmother in 

the phenomenon of the flying grandmother in England. (Plaza, 2000) l confronted myself, and 

thought about the many times when people outside my family looked down up on us, and thought 

about us as weird people who intended to live a family life across borders. Regardless of their 

condition families in the world have suffered transformations and changes over the course of the 

centuries due to the social changes of our times. So what makes transnational families so unique, 

so different from other types of families? Unfortunately, we do not ha ve completed the answers to 

such questions. Of course we know transnational families work and manage to survive across 

borders, but it would be thus too simplistic to diminish their uniqueness to only that one point. ls it 

too often assumed that the concept of transnational families it obvious, after all they live across 

border; don ' t they? But left in this way the concept is of little analytical use because it remains too 

large, too porous, and too vague. Thus, there is a need for all of those common features of 

transnational families which still remain unknown to be discovered. Up to now as it was mentioned 

in earlier sections, none or very few comparisons have been established to determine the likeness 

and similarities they might share with other non-migrant families. (Mazzucato, 2008) But not only 

are we in need to compare them to other non-migrant families but further more ambitious, we have 

the need to compare various transnational families across the world. Cross country comparisons 

would also be an interesting aspect since it is also a nice way to find particularities that define the 

phenomena worldwide, and to establish an exact prevalence of it. It becomes relevant to 

understand such differences and similarities in order to re-evaluate the methodologies that are been 

used to study them which in most cases assume they are just another type of nuclear western 

family. (Mazzucato, 2008) 

66 



How Does the Puzzle get constructed? A theoretical Study on the Transnational Family. 

Methodologically, one challenge remains and that is to try and study these units 

simultaneously (Mazzucato, 2008). lt seems to me that if transnational have members who reside 

across borders taking just one side of the picture into consideration will do no good towards the 

understanding ofthe phenomena. However, studies like the one done in Amsterdam and Ghana by 

the same author, have a higher cost. This cost implies an effort to pay more researchers and 

interviewers. lt means to establish centers of research both in the receiving and in the sending 

country. This kind of research al so takes a longer time, in order to establish the trusting bonds with 

families in both sides of the borders. On The other hand the benefits of it are uncountable, since 

working in groups allows for better information to be obtained for the study there for a better 

understanding of the phenomena. (Mazzucato, 2008, Glick, 201 O) 

Although until now we have talked about challenges it would be unfair not to mention the 

accomplishments of the research on the subject which 1 have been able to follow through this 

paper. As 1 read the material used in this paper doubts about transnational family formation were 

confirmed and more questions flourished. One example of this was the section on immigration 

policies and the effects they had on transnational families. At first, my initial guest was to think 

that most articles would talk about how the receiving countries policies challenged the structures of 

transnational families. 1 had taken this hypothesis based in the case of Latinos in The United 

States. There an increasingly domestic labor market in The United States has grown based on the 

Latino contributions to the work force. However the public concern drawn from this idea of an 

"excessive" Latino immigration and this idea has persisted. (Cornelius, 2005) Just by reading the 

newer law proposals such as the Arizona Law in the United Sates, one would assume transnational 

families are present at a time in which the policies could sometimes constrain the formations and 

strategies of such units. (Archibold, 201 O) 
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The studies we found in the effect of policies were mostly in Latin America, and one 

particular study in England. However, must ofthese studies inflicted in the fault of only taking into 

consideration mothers and the effect of policies in mothering from afar, but failed to show the 

effect this had on all family members and missed the transnational aspect ofthe family. Although 

it would be unfair not to mention the work of Drebby (2006), which we saw in previous sections 

that did indeed touch on the subject as the titled of her book insisted: "Divided by the Borders." I 

find this area to have much relevance in explaining the phenomena not only because of the direct 

consequences but because it implies seen how Transnational families manage to sometimes 

perform unimaginable strategies to preserve their familia) units. This is an area which shows how 

the family remains such a relevant institution in our societies at a worldwide level. Thus, 

explaining policies in this era would also help to explain the strategies of departure and retum of 

many migrant families and how they are sometimes forced to fit into their retum society and to 

question whether or not this is the end of a transnationallife. 

Moving on to what transnational families do to keep their transnational lives it is 

appropriate to say the research on these aspects has advanced significantly. For example 

researchers now have outpaced the barriers of only including family members ofthe nuclear family 

and have begun to look at the role of the caregivers for example and how this affects and the 

migratory strategies of migrant parents. This is how we find out that caregivers are not always in 

the sending country taking care of their grandchildren, nephews and nieces, caregivers also 

sometimes motivate migration or even follow their migrant children in order to take care of their 

children. This area of study then also relates to policies and shows how they also shape how 

migrants choose to arrange their caring strategies for their children. In the case of the Flying 

Grandmothers from the Caribbean and other European countries, the free mobility ofthe Shengen 
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space and the European Union laws allowed for grandmothers to re-locate in order to take care of 

their grandchildren. While in the case of Latin American, Asian and African Grandmothers, the 

role of the caregiver was sometimes limited to taking care of their grandchildren in the sending 

country. (Aiber, 2003 ; Goody 1982, and Klomegah 2000 cited by Drebby, 2006, Dileonardo 

1992,)But although policies have shaped the figure of the caregiver, one common tendency that 

was present in almost all of the studies regardless of the country, was that this role was mostly 

filled out by women and for women. From the Middle women mention by Drebby (2006) to the 

Flying Grandmother from the Caribbean mentioned by Plaza (2000) women all over the world are 

becoming essential in the migratory careers of other women , who need the support oftheir mothers 

and sisters to fulfill their motherly role while also accomplishing their lives abroad . There for an 

interesting cross-continental comparison could be made if we took into analysis the figures of 

caregivers for example in one country in Latin America and a European case study, a long study on 

thi s question could answer questions such as: Is immigration possible in sorne cases thanks to the 

kin strategies of women who moti vate and help each other to accomplish their migratory careers? 

(Martiniello and Rea, 2009) 

Furthermore when we looked into the work of researchers had done on parenting strategies 

other than care-giving one; one strategy stands out almost everywhere in the world that is the 

ability to perform the unthinkable in order for them to assure the education of their children. But 

then again, these conclusions are limited to the countries in which we found relevant and specific 

studies on the topic such as: Mexico, The Dominican Republic, and the Philippines. (Parreñas, 

2005, Drebby, 2006, Levitt, 2001 , Quin, 2005, Borraz, 2005) Although it is hard to say whether or 

not we could generalize this statement to other migrant groups in the world, so then again inter-
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continental and cross-continental, ínter-continental , comparisons would be helpful in arder to 

establish further conclusions on the tapie. 

On the other hand, we could have never talked about any of the lastly mentían items 

without mentioning the role of gender in the construction of transnational families . It was during 

the construction of this section in which l became mostly interested in the tapie, studies in this area 

are prominent and intemational. During the course of this section 1 carne across very interesting 

definitions challenges and ways in which immigration either made gender roles flexible in 

transnational families or challenged them. There are clearly sorne examples of how building a 

transnational family and the separations this might imply could act as a gender equalizer since it 

limits the type ofactivities the migrants might engage within their families. (Drebby, Levitt, 2001) 

Although, not only the physical separation affects the gender roles in transnational families, in 

those families which immigrated as unit, their traditional member roles might be challenge by new 

organization of values, labor, and lifestyles in the receiving nation. It would thus be unfair to try 

and simplify and admit that the changes in gender roles are common to all transnational families 

worldwide. The ways of doing gender in Latín America for example have somehow become more 

flexible within those families who migrate. While in continents like Asia the women preserve her 

traditional role of a caregiver in the family. Mean While in Somalia women also continues to 

perpetuate gender roles even across borders and generations. While on the other hand, migrant 

European families such as Polish families adjust their gender roles rather than challenge them and 

make them flexible according to their context. We could more or less conclude that these 

differences in continents on the ways gender roles are constructed could be attributed to the 

differences in culture, history and reasons for migrating. It is also sure that intemational migration 

either reinforces or challenges this gender transforrnation although we are not sure of why or how 
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this happens differently depending of the migrant' s place of origin or residency. Thus one question 

remains: Can we compare gender constructions around the world and clarify the reasons why there 

might changes in one culture and nor in another? (Ho 2006, Parreñas, 2005 , Cornelious, 2005, 

Goulbourne, Reynolds, Solomos, Zontini , 2011) 

Up to now we have described the findings reached while reviewing the literature but why 

shall we then keep on studying the transnational family? In order to answer that question it is 

perhaps pertinent to go back to the already existing theories that point towards the transformation 

of the family in general. During the past decade sociologist ha ve been engaged in an often heated 

debate about family changes and family influences in contemporary societies. This debate reflects 

on the transitions of the family proposed by American Sociologist Ernest W. Burgest and 

elaborated by (Ogburn 1932, Parsons, 1944). And it can be frame in 4 general hypotheses: The 

first hypothesis concerns the emergence of the "modern nuclear family." The nuclear family 

formation that carne after the industrial revolution in which the institution of the family was been 

replaced by an emotional support agency. The second hypothesis concerns the decline of the 

nuclear family formation, as a social institution because of divorce rates and its reproductive 

functions finishing within modernity (Popenoe, 1993) A third hypothesis can be termed the 

increasing heterogeneity of family forms that extend beyond biological or conjuga!, relationship 

boundaries. A hypothesis which grows from the work of feminist academics and those who have 

studied families like transnational families. (Coontz, 1991 , Skolnick, 1991, Stacey, 1990) these 

perspectives sure do fit the transnational families, whose heterogeneity and extended kin support 

clearly stand out. However, one more hypotheses proposed by Begston (200 1) is that the 21 st 

century will be marked at least in The United States by an increasingly diverse structure of 

functional families. These multigenerational bonds will not only enhance but in sorne case replace 
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nuclear family functions which ha ve been for much of the 21 st century the focus in the study of the 

family in the 21 st century. Transnational families are relevant because as 1 will dare to say, they 

encompass rather than the disappearance of the family unit, the re-birth of old familia! structures. 

These transformations might oblígate human beings to rely on the organic solidarity mentían by 

Durkheim (1893) in his work "The Division of Labour in Society." 

And as French sociologist and expert on the family Thierry Bloss (1990) reflected these 

transformations were preceding seen as the deinstitutionalization of prívate life, as the 

manifestation of individualization, however, transnational families seem to prove the contrary. The 

demographic changes of our century are resulting in longer lives and longer chains of international 

care that will make out of the transnational family and its networks valuable resources for 

international migration and those who decided to engage themselves on the study of them. As we 

have seen grandparents and other kin fulfilling family functions will become a lot more relevant. 

The diversity of intergenerational relationships that were once described by the American 

sociologist Ernest Burgers becomes a lot more visible in the transnational families . There for we 

could imagine why transnational families are at the center of debates of migration in continents 

like Europe. In a context where relationships between generations and those between spouses are 

undergoing profound modifications, transnational families create their own challenges, and re

shape the already existent transformation in family life in our century. 

On the other hand the process of international migration would not suddenly disappear. We 

can easily imagine that in a time in which the demographic, economic inequalities along with 

environmental causes anda desire for a better living migration movements will not stop but rather 

become even more common. Human's beings will continue to move and changes within the ways 

they manage to construct their families will thus continue to evolve. (Martiniello, 2006) There for 
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the research on transnational families becomes essential, and must be continued. lt is then by 

establishing comparisons and gathering a common scientific data, both quantitative and qualitative 

with simultaneous methodologies that researchers might achieve the goal of explaining not bits and 

pieces of the formation of the transnational families , but we might thus at the end complete the 

puzzle and come closer toan understanding of how these families are been constructed around the 

world. We might then achieve their normalization; we might then come to a close understanding 

on how such units at the end are also transforming the ways in which we conceive one of the most 

important institutions of our societies: The Family. 
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